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Preface
The papers in this special issue are revised and extended versions of the selected papers presented at the second
International Conference on Combinatorial Optimization and Applications (COCOA 2008), held in St. John’s, Canada, on
August 21–24, 2008. COCOA is an annual international conference that is dedicated to all the issues related to combinatorial
optimization and its applications. The conference provides an opportunity to bring together researchers working in
combinatorial optimization and encourages the emergence of new research areas and the original ideas.
The proceedings of the conference were published by Springer-Verlag as volume 5165 of Lecture Notes in Computer
Science. Twelve outstanding papers were selected from the forty-four regular papers that appeared in preliminary form in
the proceedings. All of the selected papers have undergone a further round of refereeing according to the normal standards of
the journal. The topics of the selected papers range over applications, algorithms and complexity theory, and mathematical
foundations of combinatorial optimization.
We would like to thank the authors for contributing their high-quality papers, as well as the referees for their thorough
and thoughtful reviews. We would also like to thank Prof. Giorgio Ausiello and staff of Theoretical Computer Science for
their help throughout this process.
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